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imperial mind, and the local nobles were left to retrieve the
situation as best they could.

Otto III           AS the German nobles had already elected Otto III as

(983-1002) k}ng9 there was no dispute as to the succession. But it was
an added complication that in circumstances which required
a strong ruler the king was an infant of three years old. A
regent had to be provided for a long minority, and this gave
additional opportunity for individual ambition. In other
respects the situation was not unlike that at the accession
The attempt Of otto II. The chief danger came from Bavaria, supported
the Slav peoples on the eastern frontiers, who had their

gain control recent success to encourage them ; while on the western
of the frontier French hopes for Lorraine were again excited. The
government vjyajn Of ^ pjece wag? as before? Henry the Wrangler. As

the next of kin he could claim the right to protect the infant
king and to rule in his name, and perhaps it was their loyalty
to the dynasty and their desire for a strong central govern-
ment that caused so many of the leading bishops to support
him at the outset. When by a sudden coup he got possession
of the person of the young king, who had just been crowned
at Aix-la-Chapelle, the prospect seemed so bright that his
ambition looked beyond the regency to the throne itself. He
again had the support of Bohemia, and was allied with some
of the northern Slavs as well. But this very fact united
Saxony against him, and the leading nobles in Suabia,
Franconia, and Lorraine soon showed themselves to be equally
hostile. Their resistance was solidified under the lead of
archbishop Willigis of Mayence. And when at their invita-
tion Adelaide and Thcophano returned from Italy, Henry
realised that the opposition was too strong for him and came
to terms at a diet at Rara in 984. The possession of Otto
gave him the power to bargain, so that, while he surrendered
Otto to his mother and with him the regency, he was himself
reinstated in the duchy of Bavaria. Henry the Younger had
perforce to be content again with Carinthia, which on his
death in 989 was reunited to Bavaria. For the rest of his
life Henry the Wrangler seems to have remained quiescent,
if not a help, at any rate not a danger to the government,
When he, too, died in 995, he was succeeded by his son Henry,
who showed himself, in strong contrast to his father and